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Strategic Environmental Assessment 
Screening Determination 

 
Notice of the Determination that the proposed  

East Dunbartonshire Council Town Centre Strategies Planning 
Guidance will not require a Strategic Environmental Assessment 

 
Environmental Assessment (Scotland) Act 2005 

 
As required under the Environmental Assessment (Scotland) Act 2005, East Dunbartonshire 
Council has reviewed the likely significance of the environmental effects of the proposed 
Town Centre Strategies Planning Guidance. 
 
East Dunbartonshire Council has made a determination under Section 8(1) of the 
Environmental Assessment (Scotland) Act 2005 that the Town Centre Strategies Planning 
Guidance is not likely to result in significant environmental effects.  The Planning Guidance 
will therefore not be subject to a Strategic Environmental Assessment. 

 
 
Neil Samson 
Strategic Environmental Assessment Technical Officer 
Place, Neighbourhood and Corporate Assets 
Land Planning and Development 
Southbank House 
Strathkelvin Place 
Kirkintilloch 
G66 1XQ 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Relevant Documents: 
 
� SEA Screening Determination Notification to Consultation Authorities on 12th August 

2016 
� Screening Report submitted to Consultation Authorities on 15th July 2016 
� Responses from the Consultation Authorities: 

• Covering Letter from Scottish Government SEA Gateway 
• Response from Historic Environment Scotland 
• Response from Scottish Environment Protection Agency (SEPA) 
• Response from Scottish Natural Heritage (SNH) 
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Dear Sirs, 

SEA Screening Determination  
East Dunbartonshire Council Town Centre Strategies Planning Guidance 

 
I refer to your letter dated 29th July 2016 outlining the responses from the Consultation 
Authorities to the Screening Report that was submitted on 15th July 2016 in relation to the 
proposed East Dunbartonshire Council Town Centre Strategies Planning Guidance. 
 
After reviewing the responses, the Consultation Authorities are in agreement with the Council 
that the Town Centre Strategies Planning Guidance is unlikely to have significant 
environmental effects.  On 11th August 2016 East Dunbartonshire Council made a 
determination under Section 8(1) of the Environmental Assessment (Scotland) Act 2005 that 
the Town Centre Strategies Planning Guidance is unlikely to have significant environmental 
effects.  Therefore, the document will not be subject to a Strategic Environmental Assessment. 
 
A copy of the screening determination will be available for inspection during normal office 
hours at Southbank House, Strathkelvin Place, Kirkintilloch, G66 1XQ and on the Council 
website at www.eastdunbarton.gov.uk/s-e-a.  An advert will also be placed in the local 
newspapers to publicise the screening determination. 
 
In accordance with Section 10(1) of the Act, a copy of the screening determination is enclosed 
and I would be obliged if you could forward this onto the Consultation Authorities. 
 
If you have any further queries, please do not hesitate to contact the Strategic Environmental 
Assessment Technical Officer on 0141 578 8615. 
 
Yours faithfully, 

 
Neil Samson 
Strategic Environmental Assessment Technical Officer 

Date:         12th August 2016 
 
SEA Gateway 
Scottish Government 
Area 2 H (South) 
Victoria Quay 
Edinburgh 
EH6 6QQ 
 

PLACE, NEIGHBOURHOOD AND 
CORPORATE ASSETS 
Land Planning and Development 
Southbank House 
Strathkelvin Place 
Kirkintilloch 
G66 1XQ 
 
Telephone 0141 578 8600 
Fax No: 0141 578 8575 
 



3 / 12 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

 

 

SCREENING REPORT 
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STEP 1 – DETAILS OF THE PLAN 

 

   

Responsible Authority: 

 

East Dunbartonshire Council 

  

Title of the plan: 

 

Town Centre Strategies Planning Guidance 

  

What prompted the plan:  

(e.g. a legislative, regulatory or 

administrative provision) 

 

Through commitments set within the Local Development Plan – 

Proposed Plan: Policy 11-Network of Centres and Policy 12-Retail and 

Commercial Development. 

  

Plan subject:  

(e.g. transport) 

 

Land Planning Policy – Town Centres  

  

Screening is required by the 

Environmental Assessment 

(Scotland) Act 2005.  

 

Based on Boxes 3 and 4, our view 

is that: 

      An SEA is required, as the environmental effects are likely 

to be significant: Please indicate below what Section of the 

2005 Act this plan falls within  

 

            Section 5(3)                Section 5(4) 

 

    An SEA is not required, as the environmental effects are 

unlikely to be significant:  Please indicate below what 

Section of the 2005 Act this plan falls within  

 

            Section 5(3)                Section 5(4) 

  

Contact details: Neil Samson 

Tel: 0141 578 8615 

Email: Neil.Samson@eastdunbarton.gov.uk 

 

Place, Neighbourhood & Corporate Assets Directorate 

East Dunbartonshire Council 

Southbank House 

Strathkelvin Place 

Kirkintilloch 

G66 1XQ 

  

Date: 
15

th
 July 2016 
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STEP 2 – CONTEXT AND DESCRIPTION OF THE PLAN 

 

   

Context of the Plan: The key policy driver is the Local Development Plan (LDP), which sets the policy 

framework for consideration through Policy 11-Network of Centres and Policy 

12-Retail and Commercial Development.  Note that the strategies will each form 

non-statutory planning guidance in support of the LDP. This means that the 

guidance will not form part of the development plan, however will be a material 

consideration in decision-making. This also means that the guidance may be 

updated quickly as required, should any further issues arise during the lifecycle 

of the Plan. It will not be subject to scrutiny by Scottish Ministers. 

 

  

Description of the Plan: The guidance set out in each strategy will include an analysis of the strengths, 

weaknesses and opportunities within each town, which will be based on the 

outcomes of a formal health check and engagement with key stakeholders. 

These in turn will be used to inform the specific aims and objectives for each 

centre. It is intended that these will be grouped into three separate themes – 

Attractive, Active and Accessible. These themes reflect the Scottish 

Government’s ‘Town Centre Toolkit’ and are considered to be the key 

ingredients to successful town centres and in encouraging people to use them 

on a regular basis.  

 

In terms of the ‘Attractive’ theme, the aim is to create attractive streets and 

public spaces that are safe and pleasant to use for all. Future actions are likely 

to include: 

 

• Creating a pedestrian friendly environment 

• Improving shopfronts 

• Enhancing public spaces 

• De-cluttering 

 

The ‘Active’ theme will aim to draw in more visitors to support local businesses. 

It will explore measures such as: 

 

• Markets and events 

• Branding and marketing 

• Wifi coverage 

• Re-use of vacant buildings 

• Evening activity and the arts scene 

 

The ‘Accessible’ theme is about making centres accessible for all users and 

accommodating a variety of transport modes, but with a clear priority given to 

walking, cycling and public transport. It is likely to explore potential for the 

following actions: 

 

• Improved cycling infrastructure 

• Junctions upgrades 

• Information and signage to aid navigation 

• Public transport accessibility 
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What are the key 

components of the 

plan? 

The Planning Guidance will support implementation of the Local Development 

Plan by establishing strategies for East Dunbartonshire’s town centres, allowing 

them to thrive and prosper.  This Planning Guidance will build on the outcomes 

of formal health checks (in line with Scottish Planning Policy) and collaboration 

with relevant stakeholders in each town to understand key requirements and 

opportunities for improvement. 

 

Overall, the Town Centre Strategies will have the following key objectives: 

� To support implementation of the Local Development Plan  

 

� To guide future development and investment within the town centre by 

identifying potential opportunities for enhancement 

 

� To raise the profile of the town centre and encourage a greater level of 

interest in its growth and regeneration 

  

Have any of the 

components of the plan 

been considered in 

previous SEA work? 

 

The policy framework contained within the Local Development Plan has been 

subject to a full SEA and therefore the town centre and retail policy context for 

the PG has been considered in previous SEA work. 

 

Additional elements which are proposed to form part of the Planning Guidance 

are public transport accessibility and provision of cycling infrastructure which 

have been considered in previous SEA work through the Sustainable Transport 

LDP Policy, Local Transport Strategy and Active Travel Strategy, which have all 

been subject to a full SEA.  

 

   

In terms of your 

response to Boxes 7 and 

8 above, set out those 

components of the plan 

that are likely to require 

screening: 

Although it is too early to commit to specific alterations, the key components 

for change will include the issues identified through an initial health check of 

each town centre. Whilst these still have to be discussed and agreed with the 

respective stakeholder groups, they are likely to include public realm 

enhancements, junction improvements and accessibility measures. Other 

components may include branding and marketing initiatives in collaboration 

with local traders and businesses, and these are not expected to require 

screening. 

 

At this stage, the components known are the proposed key objectives. The 

objectives are likely to require screening at this stage as they will be the 

strategic direction for the Planning Guidance. The Proposed Draft objectives are 

as follows: 

 

� To support implementation of the Local Development Plan  

 

� To guide future development and investment within the town centre by 

identifying potential opportunities for enhancement 

 

� To raise the profile of the town centre and encourage a greater level of 

interest in its growth and regeneration 
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STEP 3 – IDENTIFYING INTERACTIONS OF THE PLAN WITH THE ENVIRONMENT AND  

CONSIDERING THE LIKELY SIGNIFICANCE OF ANY INTERACTIONS (Error! Reference source not found.) 

 Environmental Topic Areas   

Plan Components 
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Explanation of Potential 

Environmental Effects 
Explanation of Significance 

Objective 1 

To support implementation of the 

Local development Plan. 
� � � � � � � � � � 

The Planning Guidance is likely to provide minor positive 

impacts on the environment, particularly in relation to 

population and human health, biodiversity, air quality and 

material assets.  Proposed improvement to junctions, 

pedestrian road crossings and promotion of public transport 

and active travel alternatives to access each town centre will 

result in a number of minor positive environmental impacts all 

of which will be localised to the town centre boundaries.  

Potential improvements to the public realm, facilities and 

access are also likely to result in localised positive impacts for 

the health and wellbeing of residents, workers and visitors to 

the town centres under review through the potential 

enhancements to the attractiveness and increased use of 

amenity spaces. 

 

Objective 2 

To guide future development and 

investment within the town centre by 

identifying potential opportunities for 

enhancement. 

� � � � � � � � � � 

Objective 3 

To raise the profile of the town centre 

and encourage a greater level of 

interest in its growth and 

regeneration. 

� � � � � � � � � � 
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STEP 4 –  STATEMENT OF THE FINDINGS OF THE SCREENING 

    

Summary of interactions with the environment 

and statement of the findings of the Screening: 

(Including an outline of the likely significance of any 

interactions, positive or negative, and explanation of 

conclusion of the screening exercise.)  

The initial review of the proposed Town Centre Strategies Planning Guidance identified the proposed 

objectives for the Town Centre Strategies, indicating the strategic direction and desired outcomes of the 

guidance and strategies.  This Planning Guidance will support the implementation of the Local 

Development Plan, while not forming statutory guidance. 

 

As outlined in the above initial components assessment (Box 10), there is a possibility that the Planning 

Guidance is likely to provide minor positive impacts on the environment, particularly in relation to the 

following SEA environmental factors, population and human health, biodiversity, air quality and material 

assets.       

 

Whilst it is anticipated that the Planning Guidance will have a minimal positive impact, through the 

implementation of various town centre enhancement measures and initiatives, the overall environmental 

impacts of the Planning Guidance are unlikely to be significant. Therefore, it has been determined that, 

under Section 5(3) of the Environmental Assessment (Scotland) Act 2005, a full SEA is not required. 

 

  

When completed send to: SEA.gateway@scotland.gsi.gov.uk or to the SEA Gateway, Scottish Government, Area 2H (South), Victoria Quay, Edinburgh, EH6 6QQ. 
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