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Strategic Environmental Assessment 
Screening Determination 

 
Notice of the Determination that the proposed  

East Dunbartonshire Council Sports Pitches Strategy will not require 
a Strategic Environmental Assessment 

 
Environmental Assessment (Scotland) Act 2005 

 
As required under the Environmental Assessment (Scotland) Act 2005, East Dunbartonshire 
Council has reviewed the likely significance of the environmental effects of the proposed 
Sports Pitches Strategy. 
 
East Dunbartonshire Council has made a determination under Section 8(1) of the 
Environmental Assessment (Scotland) Act 2005 that the Sports Pitches Strategy is not likely 
to result in significant environmental effects and will therefore not progress to the scoping 
stage or be subject to a full Strategic Environmental Assessment. 

 
 
Neil Samson 
Environmental Planner 
Land Planning and Development 
Development and Regeneration 
Southbank House 
Strathkelvin Place 
Kirkintilloch 
G66 1TF 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Relevant Documents: 
 
➢ SEA Screening Determination Notification to Consultation Authorities on 4th June 2024 
➢ Screening Report submitted to Consultation Authorities on 9th May 2024 
➢ Responses from the Consultation Authorities: 

• Response from Historic Scotland 

• Response from Scottish Environment Protection Agency (SEPA) 

• Response from Scottish Natural Heritage (SNH) 
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SEA Gateway, 
SEA Screening Determination  

East Dunbartonshire Council Sports Pitches Strategy 2024 
 
I refer to your email dated 29th June 2024 outlining the responses from the Consultation Authorities to 
the screening report that was submitted on 9th May 2024 in relation to the proposed East 
Dunbartonshire Council Sports Pitches Strategy. 
 
After reviewing the responses, the Consultation Authorities are in agreement with the Council that the 
Sports Pitches Strategy is unlikely to have significant environmental effects.  On 3rd June 2024 East 
Dunbartonshire Council made a determination under Section 8(1) of the Environmental Assessment 
(Scotland) Act 2005 that the Sports Pitches Strategy is unlikely to have significant environmental effects 
and will therefore not progress to the scoping stage or be subject to a full Strategic Environmental 
Assessment. 
 
A copy of the screening determination will be available for inspection during normal office hours at 
Southbank House, Strathkelvin Place, Kirkintilloch, G66 1TF and on the Council website at 
www.eastdunbarton.gov.uk.  An advert will also be placed in the Kirkintilloch Herald to publicise the 
screening determination. 
 
In accordance with Section 10(1) of the Act, a copy of the screening determination is enclosed and I 
would be obliged if you could forward this onto the Consultation Authorities. 
 
If you have any further queries, please do not hesitate to contact Neil Samson, Environmental Planner 
on 0141 578 8615. 
 
Yours faithfully, 

Neil Samson 
Environmental Planner 

 

 
Date:         4th June 2024 
 
SEA Gateway 
Scottish Government 
Area 2 H (South) 
Victoria Quay 
Edinburgh 
EH6 6QQ 

 

 
DEVELOPMENT AND REGENERATION 
Land Planning and Development 
Southbank House 
Strathkelvin Place 
Kirkintilloch 
G66 1XU 
 
Telephone 0141 578 8600 
Fax No: 0141 578 8575 

 

http://www.eastdunbarton.gov.uk/
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SCREENING REPORT 
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STEP 1 – DETAILS OF THE PLAN 
 

   

Responsible Authority: East Dunbartonshire Council 

  

Title of the plan: Sports Pitches Strategy 2024 

  

What prompted the plan:  
(e.g. a legislative, regulatory or 
administrative provision) 

Expiry of the existing Strategy. 

  

Plan subject:  
(e.g. transport) 

Land Use: Natural grass and synthetic sports pitch  

  

Screening is required by the 
Environmental Assessment 
(Scotland) Act 2005.  
 
Based on Boxes 3 and 4, our view 
is that: 

      An SEA is required, as the environmental effects are likely 

to be significant: Please indicate below what Section of the 
2005 Act this plan falls within  

 

            Section 5(3)                Section 5(4) 

 

    An SEA is not required, as the environmental effects are 

unlikely to be significant:  Please indicate below what 
Section of the 2005 Act this plan falls within  

 

            Section 5(3)                Section 5(4) 

  

Contact details: Neil Samson 
Tel: 0141 578 8615 
Email: Neil.samson@eastdunbarton.gov.uk  
 
Place, Neighbourhood & Corporate Assets Directorate 
East Dunbartonshire Council 
Southbank House 
Strathkelvin Place 
Kirkintilloch 
G66 1XQ 

  

Date: 8th May 2024 

 

mailto:Neil.samson@eastdunbarton.gov.uk
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STEP 2 – CONTEXT AND DESCRIPTION OF THE PLAN 
 

   

Context of the Plan: East Dunbartonshire Leisure and Culture and East Dunbartonshire Council are 
developing a Playing Pitch Strategy (PPS) for the area in order to provide a robust 
and objective assessment of provision. The process involves carrying out a 
comprehensive assessment of supply and demand issues in respect of outdoor 
field sports pitch site provision for football, rugby and hockey, including synthetic 
turf pitches. It includes all facilities whether managed within the public, private, 
voluntary or education sectors.  
 
The Strategy will be influenced by the Scottish Governing Bodies in Football, 
Rugby and Field Hockey in terms of proposals for how these sports are delivered 
across junior and adult age ranges. 

  

Description of the Plan: The Strategy will identify the local need for pitch provision within East 
Dunbartonshire and will serve as the key evidence base to inform future strategic 
planning and priorities in sport and recreation facilities across the area and make 
recommendations for improving provision. The Strategy will look to examine: 
 

• The current supply of all outdoor sports pitch provision 

• The identified provisions capacity and current use  

• Current and future demand identified from clubs and population growth. 

• Demand pressures created as a result of specific sports development 
pressures (e.g. growth of mini soccer, wider use of artificial grass pitches). 

• Identify any inequalities in supply and demand across the area. 

• Highlight priority sites in terms of development and improvement 
opportunities. 

 
The study area of the Strategy encompasses the whole of East Dunbartonshire.  
Assessment of provision and examination of spare capacity and overplay is 
undertaken for the whole of the area and where applicable at a local level. The 
areas and settlements recognised within the assessment report will be: 
 

• Bearsden 

• Bishopbriggs 

• Kirkintilloch/ Lenzie 

• Lennoxtown 

• Milngavie 

• Milton of Campsie 

• Torrance 

• Twechar 
 
 

  

What are the key 
components of the 
plan? 

The Strategy intends to provide a picture of current and future sporting needs 
and demand which will assist in establishing pitch provision priorities. It will 
particularly help to identify areas of sports provision in need of protection and 
improvement in order to meet the current and future demand for outdoor pitch 
sports.   
Proposed Objectives: 

• Improved asset management to ensure better quality pitch and 
changing accommodation provision; 

• Effective and efficient management for the delivery of better 
managed pitch sites of outdoor sports facilities and use of resources; 
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• To integrate development planning for current and future pitch 
provision. This will identify any need for developer obligations where 
developments would create a direct need for particular facilities or 
place additional requirements on existing facilities; 

• To ensure a more robust coordinated investment planning for pitch 
provision through partnership working, where appropriate, 

• To determine the prioritisation of capital and revenue investment 
and the ability to secure external funding;  

• To support sports development and encourage an active lifestyle 
through pitch sports; 

• To improve and enhance current pitch provision; 

• To promote community involvement and ownership in pitch site 
developments. 

 

  

Have any of the 
components of the plan 
been considered in 
previous SEA work? 

The intended outcomes of the proposed Strategy will inform the Open Space 
Strategy and Greenspace Strategy through the provision of data regarding sports 
pitches.  Both of these Strategies have been/will be subject to SEA.   

   

In terms of your 
response to Boxes 7 and 
8 above, set out those 
components of the plan 
that are likely to require 
screening: 

Aim of the Strategy and proposed objectives set out above.  
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STEP 3 – IDENTIFYING INTERACTIONS OF THE PLAN WITH THE ENVIRONMENT AND  
CONSIDERING THE LIKELY SIGNIFICANCE OF ANY INTERACTIONS (Error! Reference source not found.) 

 Environmental Topic Areas   

Plan Components 

B
io

d
iv

er
si

ty
, f

lo
ra

 a
n

d
 

fa
u

n
a 

P
o

p
u

la
ti

o
n

 a
n

d
 

h
u

m
an

 h
ea

lt
h

 

So
il 

W
at

er
 

A
ir

 

C
lim

at
ic

 f
ac

to
rs

 

M
at

er
ia

l a
ss

et
s 

C
u

lt
u

ra
l h

e
ri

ta
ge

 

La
n

d
sc

ap
e 

In
te

r-
re

la
ti

o
n

sh
ip

 
is

su
e

s Explanation of Potential 
Environmental Effects 

Explanation of Significance 

Strategy Aim and Objectives 
The Strategy intends to provide a 
picture of current and future sporting 
needs and demand which will assist in 
establishing pitch provision priorities. 
It will particularly help to identify areas 
of sports provision in need of 
protection and improvement in order 
to meet the current and future 
demand for outdoor pitch sports.   
 
Proposed Objectives: 
• Improved asset management 
to ensure better quality pitch and 
changing accommodation provision; 
• Effective and efficient 
management for the delivery of better 
managed pitch sites of outdoor sports 
facilities and use of resources; 
• To integrate development 
planning for current and future pitch 
provision. This will identify any need 
for developer obligations where 
developments would create a direct 
need for particular facilities or place 

 ✓         

The proposed Strategy in itself is likely to provide minor benefits 
to the environment in relation to population and human health 
through improvements to sports pitch provision and associated 
facilities.  This has the potential to encourage sports and 
recreation benefiting health and wellbeing. The effects directly 
from this strategy are unlikely to be significant or present any 
risks to the environment. 
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additional requirements on existing 
facilities; 
• To ensure a more robust 
coordinated investment planning for 
pitch provision through partnership 
working, where appropriate, 
• To determine the 
prioritisation of capital and revenue 
investment and the ability to secure 
external funding;  
• To support sports 
development and encourage an active 
lifestyle through pitch sports; 
• To improve and enhance 
current pitch provision; 
• To promote community 
involvement and ownership in pitch 
site developments. 



9 / 13 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

STEP 4 –  STATEMENT OF THE FINDINGS OF THE SCREENING 

    

Summary of interactions with the environment 
and statement of the findings of the Screening: 
(Including an outline of the likely significance of any 
interactions, positive or negative, and explanation of 
conclusion of the screening exercise.)  

The Strategy will recognise the importance of sports pitches and their provision for open space (natural grass 
pitches) and recreation (both natural grass and 3G pitch facilities) in East Dunbartonshire, particularly in 
more urban areas. However, the scope of the Strategy does not extend to identifying particular new sites or 
options and the effects regarding health and wellbeing are likely to be minimal and localised in nature. 
 
Whilst it is anticipated that the Strategy will have a positive impact, to an extent, the overall environmental 
impacts of the Strategy itself are unlikely to be significant. Therefore, it has been determined that, under 
Section 5(3) of the Environmental Assessment (Scotland) Act 2005, a full SEA is not required. 

  
When completed send to: SEA.gateway@scotland.gsi.gov.uk or to the SEA Gateway, Scottish Government, Area 2H (South), Victoria Quay, Edinburgh, EH6 6QQ. 
  

mailto:SEA.gateway@scotland.gsi.gov.uk
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